THE 


ANTIMASONIC REVIEW, 


AND 


WOWTHLY WAGAZNTB. 


‘ue Masonic Cuarts or Jeremian L. Cross. 


Une true Masonic Cnart; or Hieroglyphic Monitor, 
containing all the emblems explained in the degrees of 
Entered Apprentice, Kellow-Craft, Master Mason, 
Mark Master, Past Master, Most Excellent Master, 
Royal Arch, Royal Master, and Select Master, de- 
signed and duly arranged, agreeably to the lectures. 
By R. W. Jeremiah L. Cross, G. L. To which are 
added, Illustrations, Charges, Songs, g-c. Second Edi- 
tion. New Haven, John C. Gray, Printer. Engravings 
by Companion A. Doolittle.—1820. 

THe Tampcarn’s Cuart; or Hieroglyphic Monitor, con- 
taining all the emblems and hieroglyphics explained in 
the valiant and magnanimous orders of Knights of the 
Red Cross, Knights Templars, and Knights of Malta, 
or Order of St. John, of Jerusalem, designed and duly 
arranged, agreeably to the mode of work and lecturing. 
To which are added, Lessons, Exhortations, Prayers, 
Charges, Songs, §-c. New Haven, Ct., published «nd 
sold by the Author,—182]. 


The author of these books is a respectable citizen of 
New Haven, Ct., whom we hold to answer for their con- 
tents; and not hin only, but the General Grand Royal 
Arch Chapter of the United States, the Grand Royal Arch 
Chapter of Connecticut, and the Grand Lodges of New 
ampshire, Massachusetts, and Connecticut, whose offi- 
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cial sanction, by their Grand Officers, is set to the autho- 
rity of the Grand Lecturer, and to his masonic works. 

The volumes contain the emblems they purport to con- 
tain, and any man who will be at the trouble to compare 
them with the disciosures of William Morgan and of the 
Le Roy Convention, will find plain and incontrovertible 
evidence of the truth of those disclosures, and of the folly 
of those who deny it. The lectures of each are alike, 
when given by both, and the charges, prayers, and cere- 
monies, in the charts, match like key and lock with the 
** [Illustrations of Masonry.” But our object in noticing 
them is not to prove a plain truth, but to make the author 
answer for his egregious mistakes ; if he has the right, let 
him maintain it; if he Jacks vigor, let his supporters back 
him up; but let not Mr. Cross, or the General Grand 
Chapter think to snuff at Antimasonry and the public, while 
they are responsible for the following solemn absurdities. 

1. The emblems contain, among other things, a drawn 
rapier pointing to a naked heart ; the Book of Constitu- 
tions, with a broad sword upon it; a spade and coffin ; 
the tabernacle ; the golden candlestick ; the ark of the 
covenant; the resurrection of our Saviour ; a church, witha 
human head upon the point of the lofty spire ; the ship- 
wreck of Paul ; the scene of the viper shaken by Paul into 
the fire ; the standard of the cross, inscribed * Rex Re- 
cum, Dominus Domixorum,” King of Kings, and Lord of 
Lords. 

The rapier, the broad sword, and the head on the church 
spire, to say nothing of the spade and coflin, have a direct 
allusion to that vengeance which is appointed for all ma- 
sonic traitors. The Jewish tabernacle, the resurrection, and 
the cross, belong to another dispensation, inconsistent with 
murder and assassination. But another emblem, on the 
same page with the head fixed upon the church spire, is 
consistent and just ; the living spirit of the emblem is the 
living spirit of Freemasoury. A banner unfurled presents 
to view the wood of the cross, with a serpent entwining it, 
the whole encircled with Constantiac’s motto, in hoc signo 
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oinces; ‘under this banner you will conquer.” This 
perfect delineation of Freemasonry, in the boasted hiero- 
glyphics of the order, shows the wood of the cross, em- 
braced by the old serpent! his head resting joyously where 
the hand of Jesus was igoominously nailed! So the em- 
blem has it; and so let Mr. Cross and the Grand Encamp 
ment answer it. ' 

2. The doctrines begin on page 13 of the first work, in 
a prayer to Almighty God, in which is this supplication, 
“ Endue him (the apprentice candidate) with a competen- 
cy of thy divine wisdom, that by the secrets of our art, he 
may be better enabled to display the beauties of holiness 
to the honor of thy holy name.” We charge this to Mr. 
Cross, to his sponsors, and to Freemasonry, as hypocritica! 
to the Searcher of hearts, as false toward the blinded can- 
didate, and as deceitful toward the female sex, and men 
not masons. In proof of our charge we refer the accused 
and also the public to Bernard’s Light on Masonry, where 
the wisdom, necessary to display Aoliness by the secrets of 
masonry is seen to be a perfect absurdity. 

We pass by much to arrive at the claims to teach the 
sciences set forth from page 25 to 39, in the same vo- 
lume ; which claims we charge to Mr. Cross, to his spon- 
sors, and to Freemasonry, as false in the highest degree ; 
there is no truth in them. Well has the Rev. Joer Par- 
xer of Rochester, said that * there is not so much know- 
ledge of science exhibited in the first seven degrees, as 
may be learned from one page of Webster’s Spelling 
book;” and Capwatraver D. Cotpen, “as to the sciences, 
the whole scope of instruction goes no further, than fre- 
quently to remind the brethren, that the sun rises in the 
east, and sets in the west, and rules the day; and that 
the moon rules the night.” For full proof of this charge, 
we refer the accused and the public to Bernard’s Light on 
Masonry, in which the nescience of the boasting order is 
plainly written out. 

The next point we touch, is on page 40, of the first 
chart, treating of the Master’s degree. ‘“ This section re 
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cites the historical traditions of the order, and presents to 
view a finished picture of the utmost consequence to the 
fraternity. It exemplifies an instance of virtue, fortitude, 
and integrity, unparalleled in the history of man.” ‘This 
hypocritical boast we charge upon Mr. Cross, his spon- 
sors, and Freemasonry, as the tale of Hiram Abiff, written 
and published to the world by William Morgan ; and so 
little as that incoherent and barbarous story is entitled to 
the encomiums in the above extract, so much is the ac- 
cused entitled to this reproof. The prayer on page 41, 
used “on raising a brother to the sublime degree of a 
Master Mason,” we charge with being, like the first 
prayer, hypocritical and false ; and we refer the accused 
and the public for the proof, to the whole of the circum- 
stances under which it is offered up, written in Morgan’s 
Illustrations of Masonry. (Bernard’s book contains Mor- 
gan’s, and also discloses the higher degrees.) 

The assertion on page 49, “ Mark Master’s Decree. 
By the influence of this degree, each operative mason at 
the erection of King Solomon’s Temple, was known and 
distinguished by the Senior Grand Warden,” we deny ab- 
solutely. We have no more to do, than formally to con- 
tradict it, and to refer the public to the degree of Mark 
Master in Bernard’s Light on Masonry, where the “ in- 


fluence of this degree” will be found more useful to per- 


vert the Holy Scriptures, and to make fools of unlearned 
men, than to distinguish operative masons. On page 69, 
degree of Past Master. ‘‘ You admit that it is not in the 
power of any man, or body of men, to make innovations 
in the body of masonry,” is a false admission required of 
the candidate. No generation of Freemasons, since the 
first organization of a Grand Lodge in the Apple-tree 
tavern, has failed to make great innovations in the body of 
masonry,”’s uch as the iftroduction of the Arch Degree by 
the masons of these United States in this day ; the change 
of Jachin and Boaz to Boaz and Jachin, since the disclo- 
sure of 1766, and the addition of fifty new degrees to the 
original three, since A. 1D. 1720. For proof, we refer to 
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Anderson’s Constitutions, A. D. 1723, (the first printed 
book of masonry,) compared with the Freemason’s Library 
and general Ahiman Rezon, printed at Baltimore, Md., 
1826, under the head of List of Masonic Degrees. 

We charge these things to Mr. Cross, his sponsors, and 
Freemasonry, as destitute of any foundation in truth. 
Whether told and published with hypocrisy, or selfishness, 
or malice, or mere vanity, we do not know ; and that Mr, 
Cross had evil intentions in uttering them to the world, 
we do not say : but, like a house on fire, the injury is much 
the same, whether it arise from carelessness or revenge. 

Degree of Most Excellent Master, page 95, Mr. Cross, 
his sponsors, and Freemasonry assert, that “‘ When the 
temple of Jerusalem was finished, and the cap-stone cele- 
brated with great joy, King Solomon admitted to this de- 
gree only those who had proved themselves worthy by 
their virtue, skill, and inflexible fidelity to the craft.” We 
deny it soberly ; we demand the proof for this grave fact, 
formally published to the world, by a respectable man, 
with the approbation of great fraternities, and of great 
names; and let that proof be given, or let the public as- 
sertion be taken back to the place whence it came. On 
page 104, in the Royal Arch Degree, the application of 
2 Thess. iii. 6—17, is false, for it purports to be used in 
the ceremonies of an unchangeable system, instituted at 
least, by its own account, 590 years before 2 Thessalo- 
nians was written. Page 118, of the same Royal Arch, it 
is asserted, that “ the rites and mysteries developed in this 
degree, have been handed down through a chosen few, 
unchanged by time, and uncontrolled by prejudice * We 
deny it; the profanity of exhibiting the burning bush, and 
of using the Holy | am tHat I am, for a sign of fraternal 
recognition, and for a common pass-word, Mr. Cross, has 
not “ been handed down,” as you assert ; we put you to 
the proof, and require you to give it, or to draw this false- 
hood into the head of the mystery, whence it is now thrust 


out, that both may be bruised at a blow with the heel of 
truth. 
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We have given Mr. Cross trouble enough for one turn, 
but seeing he has the General Grand Royal Arch Chapter, 
and a number of Most Worshipful Grand Lodges to back 
him, we will commend him to their sworn aid, “ whether 
” and make his difficulty greater, 
that their duty may be clearer, * to espouse his cause, and 


J 


he be right ‘or wrong, 


help him out of his distress.’ 

The order of Masonic High Priesthood, unveiled in the 
above chart, pages 129 to 167, is put forth to the world in 
the name of the Richt Worsniprut Jeremy L. Cross, 
Granp Lecturer, and his sponsors ; and they are answer- 
able to this public for its sanctity and truth. We put him 
and them on their answer to the following points, making 
our denial explicit, that they may make their proof plain. 
We deny, Gentlemen, 

1. Your claim to be, or to make, priests after the order 
of Melchisedeck, * without father, without mother, and 
without descent,” plainly set forth by the reading of Gen, 
xiv. L2—24, and Hebrews vii. 1—6, at the installation of a 
masonic priest. See the above chart, pp. 130—132. 

2. Your claim to be, or to make, priests after the order 
of Aaron, publicly set forth by assumiug the robe, breast- 
plate, and mitre of Aaron, as seen in page 36 of the em- 
blems of your chart, and in the dress of the * Most Excel- 
lent” on masonic parade days. 

3. The sincerity of your prayer, on page 136, ** Let this 
Chapter be consecrated to thy glory,” when all the de- 
grading ceremonies, profane rites, farcical scenes, and 
wicked obligations of the Chapter are fully set forth in 
Bernard’s Light on Masonry, and prove your petition, ad- 
dressed to the * Almighty and Supreme High Priest of 
heaven and earth!” to be rank hypocrisy. 

We deny the sanctity and truth of your priesthood in 
these particulars. We could multiply them many fold ; 
but your answer to these will satisfy for the present. 

Order of the Knights of the Red Cross. “The inci- 
dents upon which the order was founded, occurred in the 
reign of Darius, king of Persia.”—Templar’s Chart, p, 9. 


a 
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We deny it; and demand the proof. In the failure of 
Mr. Cross and his sponsors,to furnish it, we charge them 
with offering the prayer on page 12 of this chart, with 
feigned lips, and with reading copious extracts from the 
sacred writings, Ezra and Nehemiah, to blind the simple, 
and to conceal the fraud. Here it is, Mr. Cross, you have 
asserted the above fact, either with or without authority ; 
we seek not you, but your authority; if Freemasonry be 
your authority, clear yourself, and throw the responsibility 
upon Freemasonry ; you now divide it with the mystery, 
and we call upon you to defend yourself, by producing 
your vouchers. 

The masonic order of Knights Templars you make one 
with the military and religious order of that name. We 
demand the authority ; if it be more than masonic tradition, 
point it out; and that you may have point, we formally 
and solemnly deny that the military and the masonic Tem- 
plars were ever known to each other. But should you 
plead masonic tradition, we will reply to you with masonic 
history, which, false as it is, deserves the higher credit 
above masonic tradition, that is due to national history 
above national tradition. Your plea is erroneous; and 
on any Christian ground, we charge your Templar’s Chart 
with the following profane items, under the head of the 
‘Templar’s degree, to wit : 

1. The italics in the prayer, on page 46, “ O God, to 
thy guardian care and protecting providence we commend 
the whole masonic family, but especially all poor, weary, 
way-worn pilgrims, who have received the wuite stone, 
and read the new name,” &c. This is taking the symbols 
of Divine Revelation, desecrating them in the lodge-room, 
and then publicly offering them to heaven in masonic 
jargon. 

2. With the perversion of the Holy Scriptures, in read- 
ing various entire passages, to hallow the false mysteries 
of Freemasonry, and among them: The departure of Ha- 
gar, Gen. xvi. The words of the Lorp Jesus, Matt, x. 
40—42, and xi. 28, 29,30, which words of exhortation 
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Curist gave to his disciples, and the masonic guard gives 
to the pilgrim brother! The sacrament of the supper, 
Matt, xxvi. 14—26. The passion and agony of Jesus in 
the garden of Gethsemene, Matt. xxvi. 36—50. The cru- 
cifixion, Matt. xxvii. 24—38. The resurrection and as- 


cension of Jesus. The death of Judas and election of 


Matthias. ‘These are each and all given in The Templar’s 
Chart, pp. 46—54, from which we copy the above refer- 
ences. 

Thus are the most interesting scenes of Divine Revela- 
tion familiarly used in a secret —, whose profane 
High Priests, “ after the order of Melchisedeck,” are 
clad in the robes of Aaron, and whose Sovereigns date 
from “ the canopy of the Zenith,” A. L. 5830! 

Answer to these things, Mr. Cross! If you have any 
good authority, exhibit it ; if you have been imposed on, 
declare it ; but if you have intended to deceive your gene- 
ration, keep “a dignified silence.” 

That portion of t e American public with whom Mr. 
Cross resides, will, we hope, aid in bringing this subject 
home to his reflections, with firmness of spirit and kind- 
ness of manner. Let the truth prevail. 

To many it may seem a light thing, if every charge 
here levelled at Mr. Cross, should be unanswerably true. 
“What matter is it, if he be a simpleton, and both believe 
and assert perfect nonsense? Extravagant folly will cure 
itself without arraying the world against it.” This is rea- 
sonable in part. Mr. Cross’ private opinions may be left 
to their own weight ; and possibly his public opinions do 
not call for public correction; but not so when these 
opinions are sanctioned by a great fraternity, and are given 
to the world with their consent and approbation. It is 
high time then to meet them, to challenge their authority, 
and to expose their absurdity. 

Again, the grave assertions of military, priestly, and 
moral virtue in the mystery of masonry are the cloak of its 
hypocrisy, and the cover of its real attack upon the pillars 
of faith, and the principles of order which hold the civil 
and social world in place ; and when this masked attack 
is supported ignorantly by a great body of intelligent and 
sensible men, with Mr. Cross for file-leader, it is not amiss 
to assail and rout both him and his followers, both the 


Grand Lecturer and pupils of Freemasonry in the United 
States. 
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{ Narrative of the Antimasonic Excitement in the West- 
ern part of the State of New York, during the years 
1826, °7,’8, and part of 1829. By Henry Brown, Esq., 
Sounsellor at Law. Batavia, New York. Adams & 
M’Cleary. 1829. Duodecimo, 244 pages. 


This work deserves our attention. Its author is a 
Knight Templar, in good standing, the orator of masonry 
at Buffalo, June 24, 1828, and a political friend of the Hon. 
Martin Van Buren, to whom he dedicates his book. His 
admissions are therefore to be taken like those of an ac- 
cused person, true, when against himself. He is a resident 
of Batavia, and was at the time of the violation of the pub- 
lic peace committed upon William Morgan. His testi- 
mony cannot be impeached by Freemasons ; it will not be, 
except for good reasons assigned, by Antimasons. 

We think Mr, Brown aims to be impartial in the facts, 
with a degree of success entirely surpassing his brethren of 
the mystery. So much does he excel in this, that were it 
not for the masonic deductions which he strangely draws, 
his brethren would suspect of him treachery, and refuse to 
credit his admissions. But, happily for Antimasonry, he 
discovers a bias in his judgment against our cause, sufh- 
cient to guard his testimony from the imputation of being 
hypocritical. Men sometimes carelessly concede too 
much, but Mr. Brown clears himself of that weakness ; 
and, considering the infirmity of man, and the contradic- 
tions of the times, we rejoice to find in one masonic author, 
evidence of an intention not to mislead the public mind, in 
regard to the transactions connected with the rise of An- 
timasonry ; we admit that his intention is much obscured 
by prejudice. 


He begins with a chapter upon the origin of Freema- 
sonry, and its introduction into the United States; in 
which he removes the old land marks some 4000 years 
down, but he thinks the mystery numbers more years yet 
than Methusaleh, He estimates the number of Lodges in 

26 
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the United States at 3000, and the members between 
150,000 and 200,000. Taking Lodges in the broadest 
sense, to include Chapters, Councils, and Encampments, 
this estimate is still too high by one-sixth, 

He is provoked at the Le Roy Encampment, which was 
the first to return its charter to the seat of empire in New 
York, and gives Messrs. Morgan and Miller a brief notice, 
by way of introduction to the excitement, which will clear 
him in the reader’s judgment, from any partiality towards 
them. This leads to Chapter IV, of the Narrative, which 
we copy entire in the words of the author, not omitting 
one note or word of his story and explanations. 

«“ CHAPTER IV. 
» Circumstances preceding Morgan’s Abduction continued— Meet- 

ing in Batavia on the night of the 8th of September, 1826— 

Attempt to burn Miller’s office. 

“* The object of Miller and Morgan, in publishing the contem- 
plated work being, as it was supposed, entirely mercenary, and 
emanating wholly from a desire on their part, to gratify the worst 
of passions, some inconsiderate members of the masonic frater- 
nity, it appears, concerted, in evil hour, a plan for its suppres- 
ion. A more rash, foolish, and impolitic measure was never 
devised. Had Miller and Morgan been left to themselves—had 
the book been printed without any efforts to prevent it—and had 
the masons manifested no anxiety whatever, on the occasion, it 
would have fallen of its own weight, still born, from the press ; and 
the author, and publisher, as such, never been heard of more. 
Masonry, however, it seems, as well as religion, was destined to 
have its officions and intermeddling champions. 

« On the 8th of September, 1826, at night, a party of between 
forty and fifty, assembled in Batavia, for the avowed purpose of 
breaking into Miller’s office, and procuring, by force, the manu- 
script papers, prepared by Morgan, for the press, which it was 
then supposed, were partly in type, and partly in printed sheets, 
nearly ready for distribution. 

«« The history of this extraordinary convocation, is derived from 
the affidavit of one ‘Thomas G. Green, a journeyman carpenter, 
of Bufialo, who, it appears, was one of their number, and a com- 
roander of division. The affidavit was prepared by a member of 
the Lewiston Committee, and sworn to by Green, when under 
arrest, on a charge of murder,* and afterward published in the 

Appendix to the report of said Committee. 


* In justice to Green, we ought, perhaps, here to state, that on leaving 
Buffalo, which he did sometime in 1827, he commenced labor upon the 
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‘ This motley assemblage, composed of individuals who were 
strangers to each other, having probably learnt that Miller’s of- 
fice was guarded, and being unwilling to expose their lives in so 
foolish an undertaking, dispersed at the dawn of day without at- 
tempting to effect their object. 

«“ Some of their number, however, it seems were not satisfied 
with the result of their expedition to Batavia, on the night of the 
8th, for on the night of the 10th of September, an effort it appears 
was made to consume by fire the same offices, which a want of 
courage, or as it is hoped, which reflection and repentance had 
prevented them, on the niglit of the 8th, from attempting to pull 
down and destroy. 

“« Miller at that time occupied the upper part of two buildings in 
a compact part of the village, separated only by a narrow lane— 
stairs on the outside of each led to his apartments. On Sunday 
night, (September 10th, 1826) the village was alarmed by the 
ery of fire. It was however soon extinguished,* and on the fol- 
lowing morning its citizens were so unwilling to believe it to have 
been the work ofan incendiary, that, had not the act, base as it was, 
been followed by others of equal or perhaps greater atrocity, the 
public would unquestionably at this day have remained in doubt, 


High School House, in the county of Monroe, at which place he was ar- 
rested for the murder of Morgan, by virtue of a warrant issued in Gene- 
see county, upon the complaint ofa person in Erie county, for a murder 
committed, as pretended, in Niagara county. Instead, however, of being 
taken before the magistrate in Monroe county, who had endorsed the war- 
rant, or into the county of Niagara, where the offence was alleged to have 
been committed, and where only he could have been tried, he was brought 
direetly to Genesee county—confined for a number of days—and at last 
discharged without an examination, no circumstances appearing against 
him calculated to excite any suspicion whatever of his guilt. He after- 
ward brought actions of false imprisonment against those who arrested and 
detained him, and obtained verdicts. ‘They have since been carried up to 
the Supreme Court, and are now pending there. Green's conduct was so 
justily reprehensible on account of his participation in the transactions 
which occurred at Batavia, on the night of the 8th of September, that he 
recovered for his arrest and imprisonment in one case, only $15, and in the 
other, only nominal damages and costs. 

* “Some teamsters who had arrived in the night, for loads of flour at Mr. 
Evans’ mills, in order to carry them to the canal, being unable to procure 
their loading at so early an hour, and unable also to procure lodging, had 
taken up theirabode for a short time ina publicstage standing in the high- 
way near Miller’s office. The fire aroused them. They repaired to the spot, 
and by the aid of water standing in some barrels under the eaves of the 
same building, extinguished it immediately. The facilities for extinguish- 
ing fire, afforded as in this case, by water under the eaves, and by persons 
so near at hand, induced many for a short time to suppose, that there was 
some concert between those who had kindled and those who extinguished 
it. It appears, however, from subsequent statements, that the water un- 
der the eaves, and the persons in the staze, were there by accident.” 
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whether the tire had not been kindled by the agency of Miller or 
his friends, not for the purpose of consuming them, but for the 
purpose of exciting interest and compassion. Subsequent events, 
however, soon dispelled the illusion, and convinced every impartial 
mind, that injustice would have been done to Colonel Miller, by 
entertaining so ungenerous a thought. 

** Remains of straw, and cotton balls saturated with spirits of 
turpentine, were found under the stairs—the sides of the buildings 
had been partially smeared with that liquid~a short brush was 
also found, which had evidently been dipped in turpentine, and 
not far distant a dark lantern. 

‘“ Thus it would seem that a design to burn Miller's office had 
been formed by some miscreants,*—that preparations for that 
purpose had been made with great deliberation—and that its ex- 
ecution was prevented as it were by accident.” 


Mr. Brown admits the principal acts charged upon the 
l'reemasons previous to the seizure and abduction of Mor- 
gan and Miller, to wit: the formidable assemblage of ma- 
sons, on the night of September 8th, with the avowed pur- 
pose of assaulting the printing office; and the deliberate 
attempt on the night of September LOth, to burn the print- 


ing office of Colonel Miller. ‘These outrages are publicly 
confessed by the Knight Templar of Batavia, with sorrow 
and confusion for the intermeddling brethren; and yet 
you shall hear Freemasons from the St. Croix to the Sa- 
bine aflirm positively that these solemn charges and frank 


* A reward of 100 dollars was afterward offered by some gentlemen of 
the Masonic fraternity residing in Batavia, for the discovery and conviction 
of the author of this daring outrage. The notice was as follows ; 

“ WHEREAS it is alleged tha: the Printing Office of David C. Miller, 
in this village, was set on fire in the month of September now last past, 
supposed to be the work of some incendiary.—And whereas, no reward 
has hithorto been offered for the apprehension and conviction of the said 
incendiary.— And whereas, a regard for public justice, individual security, 
and violated law requires, that the offender or offenders be brought to con- 
dign punishment.—Now, therefore, in order to effect so desirable an ob- 
ject, the undersigned have thought proper to offer a reward of ONE 
HUNDRED DOLLARS, to be paid on the conviction of said offender. 
Dated at Batavia, Genesee co., N. Y., this 7th day of March, 1827. 
Signed, William Seaver, Jr , Henry Brown, Ebenezer Miz. Frederick Fol- 
lett, D. H. Chandler, S Cumings, Richard Dibble, H. Tisdale, Silas 
Finch, Wm. R- Thompson, D. Tisdale, Samuel Graves, John Cotes, David 
Danolds, J. Chatfield, B. Blodgett, Nahum Loring, J. S. Ganson, E. 

Towner, John Foot.” 
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admissions are stories told in the face of truth for political 
effect ' 

We centinue our extract (page 27) to the end of the 
chapter. 


«“ A warrant was afterward issued on the oath of John Mann, 
at the instance of some members of the Lewiston Committee, 
against one Richard Howard, of Buffalo, and given to Lorton 
Holden, one of the constables of the town of Batavia, for execu- 
tion. Mr. Holden was directed by those at whose instance the 
warrant had been issued, to call upon Thomas C. Love, Esq., an 
active and efficient Antimason of Buffalo, and now First Judge 
of the Court of Common Pleas of the County of Erie, who, in 
the language of the Report of the Lewiston Committee, “ chose 
to call in to his aid four others,’ of whom it is said the Hon. Al- 
bert H. Tracy, his law partner, was one, all of whom advised Mr. 
Hf. not to execute the warrant. He of course returned without 
effecting the object for which he had been sent thither. Nathan 
‘Townsend, at that time an active and vigilant public officer of the 
County of Genesee. was immediately thereafter sent to Buffalo, 
with positive directions to arrest Howard at all events, but found 
on his arrival there that Howard had fled on the 10th of March, 
the next day after Messrs. Love, Tracy, and others, had advised 
Mr. Holden not to arrest him. That Mr. Love and his friends 
were actuated by the best of motives and the purest intentions in 
the advice they gave, no one acquainted with either will pretend 
to deny. Still it is equally evident, that their advice was not 
only indiscreet, but that it afforded an opportunity for the accused 
to escape, and of course occasioned thereafter (without so intend- 
ing it) much abuse against masons, because Howard, who was 
one of their number, had escaped that punishment which it was 
supposed he merited. 

“ Howard is a foreigner by birth—a journeyman book binder 
by trade, and has not, itis believed, been heard of since he left 
Buffalo. 

“ Strong circumstances of suspicion are said to exist against 
him, sufficient, probably, to have convicted him, had he been ar- 
rested. It is therefore to be regretted that justice could not 
have had its course. It is also to be regretted that Mr. Love 
and his friends should have suffered in the public estimation, for 
having been accessary to his escape, (as intimated in the report 
of the Lewiston Committee,) when it is presumed they were 
actuated by the purest of intentions. 

“ John Mann, at the time of making the complaint agaipst 
Howard, was unquestionably deranged, and that fact is now uni- 
versally admitted by all who knew him in his life time. 

‘* Without expressing any opinion in relation to Howard’s in- 
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nocence or guilt,* we shall leave that subject for the present, 
and conclude by repeating our regret that he could not have been 
brought to a public trial.”” 


This is the same Richard Howard, or Richard Chip- 
perfield, who was received in the city of New York, shel- 
tered in St. John’s Hall, Frankfort street, assisted by Je- 
rusalem Chapter and Morton Encampment, New York, 
knowing him to be, and because he was, a fugitive from 
Antimasonie “ persecution,’ and legal justice, and who 
was, by masons in the city of New York, provided with a 
passage and a protector across the Atlantic, in March, 
1827. Honest John Mann was deranged, for no assigna- 
ble cause, except that he had been blindly led into iniquity 
by his obedience to masonic depravity. He soon after 
pined to death with mortification of spirit. 

It is curious to observe how Judge Love is made an An- 
timason, to bear the blame of Howard's escape. The 
facts, as we have heard them, were briefly these. The 
order came from Batavia to arrest Howard, if there was 
not proof of his being at Butlalo early at work on Monday 
morning, 1th September. Inquiry was necessary, and 
Love and Tracy made it of Howard’s employers, not con- 
sidering whether they were masons ; but only honest citi- 
zens. ‘* Certainly! we believe he was,”’ they replied ; “ he 
boards at Case’s tavern.” They inquired of the landlord, 
not in the least suspicious of Freemasonry ; and although 
they could not find out precisely where he wason the morn- 
ing of the 11th, the employers vouched for him so, that the 
precept was kept back with strict injunctions of secrecy. 
A few days after came the peremptory order for his ar- 
rest, and going to take him, behold he could not be found, 
and his employers could not tell what had become of him! 
They at length broke open his trunk, and in it a letter was 
found, exclaiming against the blood-thirsty Batavians, who 
would not permit an honest stranger to labor in quiet ; s0 
to avoid their malice, he had taken leave for Utica! 


* “We are unable to ascertain the nature of the evidence upon which 
the charge is predicated.” 
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Sometime afterward came a friend from Chautauque 
county to Buffalo, saying, that early in the morning of 
that day, following the first inquiry made of Howard’s 
employer, he, the friend, met Howard in the landlord’s 
wagon, driving west, forty miles from Buffalo, in a di- 
rection just opposite to Utica! So it came to pass that 
Howard made his escape by the information, by the 
actual aid of a horse, wagon, and driver, and by the 
concealment of his escape, all furnished freely by his 
honest brethren, to deliver him from persecution! and 
Messrs. Love and Tracy became afterward “ active, effi- 
cient,” and resolute Antimasons, for which few men will 
blame them after this experience of the evils of the mystic 
tie! The course of Day, Follet, and Haskins, was in con- 
formity to the master’s obligation, to warn a brother of 
approaching danger, and, again, to the Royal Arch obliga- 
tion, to espouse the cause of a companion, so far as to 
help him out of difficulty, whether he be right or wrong. 
It is affirmed, and capable of proof, that masons in Buf- 
falo, to a considerable extent, gave five dollars each to- 
ward Howard’s outfit on that occasion ! 

Chapter V. of the Narrative, relates the circumstances 
of Morgan’s arrest for petit larceny, and transportation fifty 
miles to Canandaigua, for trial, where, in the words of this 
masonic narrator, “ an examination was had, and it ap- 
pearing that Morgan came lawfully in possession of the 
property alleged to have been stolen, that is by a loan 
from (the complainant) Kingsley himself, no felony could 
of course have been committed, and he was, therefore, im- 
mediately discharged.” 

Mr. Brown does not add a syllable in this strain: that 
Kingsley’s swearing out a warrant against Morgan, and 
six masons’ going from Canandaigua to Batavia to arrest 
him with it, was the first act in the drama of the abduc- 
tion; on the contrary, he thinks that “ Hen y Howard, 
Harris Seymour, Moses Roberts, Joseph Scofield, and 
some others, who accompanied Holloway Hayward, the 
constable, were innocent of any part in the abduction,” 
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and quotes the testimony of Chesebro, on their trial, to 
prove that innocence, as follows : 

“That there was no understanding between him and them, of 
any thing to be done to Morgan, other than the bringing him to 
Canandaigua, and trying him. That the idea of Morgan’s going 
West, originated here (Canandaigua) after his discharge from 
the warrant ” 

But we take this same testimony to be a specimen of 
much that Freemasons have presented in the course of the 
Morgan trials ; for Hiram B. Hopkins, on the trial of Eli 
Bruce, testified, that he was Bruce’s deputy, and lived 
with him, as the keeper of the jail, at Lockport, Niagara 
county. ‘One evening, about six or eight days before the 
installation of the Lewiston* Chapter, between 10 and 11 
o’clock, Bruce told the witness, that he rather expected 
Morgan would be there that night, and told witness to 
prepare a cell in jail for Morgan’s reception. One was 
prepared accordingly. Witness had been previously told 
by Bruce, that Morgan was to be taken from Batavia, for 
revealing the secrets of masonry, and that he would be 
sent away. He understood distinctly from him, that there 
was a plan laid to remove Morgan, in which Bruce was 
concerned, It was then supposed by him and Bruce, that 
Morgan would be sent from Batavia to Niagara, through 
Lockport, and that he was to be kept at Lockport on his 
way out.”—NSpencer’s Report. 

This preparation of the jail was made for the reception 
of Morgan, in the expectation that he would be seized by 
the party of the 8th of September, who, under Colonel 
Sawyer, of Canandaigua, prepared to assault the office of 
Miller, at a dark hour of that night. Chesebro was Mas- 
ter of the Lodge in Canandaigua, and was familiarly con- 
cerned with all parts of “ the plan ; and whether it was 
truth that he testified, saying, “ the idea of Morgan’s going 
West originated here, after his discharge from the war- 
rant” of Kingsley, or whether that was a falsehood, to 
help his brethren out of difficulty right or wrong, let the 


* Which installation was on the 14th day of September. 
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reader judge. It served to clear the accused brethren 
from their distress. 

«“ No connexion,” adds the Narrative, ‘ has ever been 
traced between the persons who arrested Morgan, in Ba- 
tavia, and those who subsequently took him from the jail 
in Canandaigua, and carried him westward, (with the ex- 
ception of Chesebro, who, it appears, was concerned in 
both,) nor is it believed that any such connexion ever ex- 
isted.”"—p. 33. Mr. Brown, a Knight Templar residing 
in Batavia, was in a situation to know better. “ The 
plan” was one in the action ; Hopkins testifies, that it was 
one in contrivance. Chesebro’s concern in both parts, 
contrasted with his testimony, and with other testimony, 
like that of Brown’s Narrative, exhibits the natural fruits 
of Freemasonry, to wit: strange delusion, and positive 
falsehood. 

After Morgan’s discharge from the warrant, “ he was 
arrested for a small debt due to one Aaron Ackley, another 
tavern keeper in the village. A judgment was confessed 
thereon, and an execution issued, by virtue of which he 
was committed to jail.” 

Mr. Brown does not say this was a malicious affair, in 
which they used Mr. Ackley’s name without his permis- 
sion, for which he instituted a suit against N. G. Chese- 
bro, that has been compromised to Mr. Ackley’s satisfac- 
tion; and that although Morgan took his coat from his 
back, and requested the officer to levy on it for the debt, 
which, with all the costs, was but $2.69, the body alone 
would satisfy it. 

The facts are said to be as follows. Morgan had been 
lecturing in Canandaigua ; he borrowed a shirt and cravat 
of Ebenezer C. Kingsley, to go to church, with Which he 
left Canandaigua the next day. Kingsley was overper- 
suaded to swear out the warrant. Jeflrey Chipman Esq., 
by whom Morgan was examined and discharged on the 
criminal suit, forthwith issued, at the request of Chesebro, 
a warrant to arrest Morgan for a debt of two dollars and 
a fraction to Aaron Ackley, which was sworn to be due to 
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him for board. Morgan denied the debt, but said, if due, 
he would pay it. Then judgment was entered, and exe- 
cution issued against him on the spot. The execution was 
delivered to Holloway Hayward ; upon which Morgan of- 
fered his coat in pledge, until the morrow, Hayward 
took Morgan aside, and, after the interview, conducted 
him willingly to the jail. 
“CHAPTER VI. 
* Morgan's Abduction. 


* The next evening after Morgan was committed to jail, as 
already stated, one Loton Lawson, who has since been indicted, 
tried and convicted, for participating in his abduction, paid the 
small debt in favor of Ackley, and procured Morgan’s discharge. 
At the time of his release from prison, a carriage, prepared it 
seems for that purpose, was waiting at the door, into which Mor- 
gan, notwithstanding his resistance, was thrust with violence, and 
driven directly to Rochester. The persons who rode in the car- 
riage thither, are still unknown. It is in evidence, however, that 
the carriage was hired and paid for by Nicholas G. Chesebro. 
Chesebro and Lawson, together with Edward Sawyer and John 
Sheldon, were afterward indicted for participating in this transac- 
tion. Chesebro, Sawyer, and Lawson plead guilty to their in- 
dictments—Sheldon traversed his—was tried—unjustly convict- 
ed, and together with Chesebro, Sawyer, and Lawson, subse- 
quently imprisoned.* Neither Chesebro, Sawyer, nor Sheldon 
left Canandaigua. Morgan, of course, must have fallen into 
other hands. ‘The precise manner in which he was conveyed 
from thence to the vicinity of Fort Niagara, has never been as- 
certained ; nor has it positively been proved that he was con- 
veyed thither. Circumstances, however, which in many cases 
ure equally conclusive with positive proof, and often more so, 
leave no doubt of the fact. 

“It seems, therefore, to be established beyond controversy, 
that Morgan left the jail in Canandaigua, of his own free will— 


* « Tawson was imprisoned in the county jail for two years—Chesebro 
tur one year—Sheldon for three months—and Sawyer for one. The want 
of severity in their several punishments having, in the estimation of some, 
exposed the court to much censure, it is but justice here to remark, that 
no law at that time, made the kidnupping of a white man any thing more 
than a misdemeanor at common law, punishable by fine and imprisonment. 
Besides, from the evidence adduced, and the exculpatory affidavits after- 
ward made and filed, it is not to be inferred that either of the defendants 
were concerned in any subsequent acts of violence, nor is it to be pre- 
sumed that any thing else was intended by Morgan’s abduction, than to 
produce a separation between him and Miller, aud thereby prevent the 
publication of the contemplated book.” 
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that immediately thereafter he became suspicious of a design 
upon his person, and made an alarm—that he was thereupon 
seized, thrust by force into a carriage waiting at the door for his 
reception—and, in defiance of his wishes, and in opposition to 
his will, conveyed to the ferry near Fort Niagara.” 


Morgan was committed to jail on Monday evening, 11th 
September. It was the evening of the day following, that 
Loton Lawson released him. Chesebro, Lawson, and 
Sawyer’s plea of guilty, their full time served out in the 
county jail, and the confession of these things by the ma- 
sonic narrator, are insufficient wholly to stop the strong 
current of falsehood, which is designedly put in motion, to 
sweep away the belief of any fact in relation to the kidnap- 
ping of Morgan. Mr. Brown insinuates that Morgan started 
of his own free will toward Canada, by the way of Fort 
Niagara, not so much to get out of prison, as to get away 
from David C, Miller, the publisher of his book! ‘The in- 
ference is what the masons have scarcely ceased to assert, 
and what Eli Bruce swore in open court, viz. that Mor- 
gan went away “ voluntarily’’—gagged, it appears, and 
tied hand and foot, in a close carriage, with a masonic 
guard to keep off intruders ! 

The attack of Mr. Brown upon the character of Ed. 
Giddins, is inexcusable,—it is spiteful. Giddins is a felf- 
taught soldier, whose attachment to Freemasonry was sin- 
cere, and whose obedience to its laws ran parallel with 
that of Bruce, Sawyer, King, Whitney, Lawson, Chese- 
bro, and a thousand more, until they would kill a freeman 
for their mystery. Even to this at first he assented with 
them, but afterward revolted, forsook them, repented, and 
confessed,—at the hazard of his life confessed, without the 
claim or the hope of any reward, but a peaceful breast. 
This man Mr. Brown attempts to cover with obloquy, to 
degrade with reproachful epithets, and to blast with the 
pure malignity of despised Freemasonry. His attempt to 
destroy Mr. Giddins, is proof of the importance of Giddins* 
testimony ; and with every base term which he applies to 
the injured man, he forgets to call him false : he could not 
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refuse to do this on the score of principle, it must have 
been an oversight; and so pure and high toned is the 
character of Mr, Giddins for veracity, that the calumniator 
did not think of the idea of fulse or deceitful in all his 
treatise of eight pages upon him. The most he says, is, 
that Giddins’ statements are not to be believed, “ unless 
confirmed by other circumstances.” We would not have 
them. If Mr. Giddins should say Morgan went away 
“ voluntarily,” to escape from Miller, the circumstances 
would be against him, and he could not be believed ; but 
when he says, “ | kept the ferry ; Colonel King called me 
up in the night ; I ferried Bruce, King, Hague, and Mor- 
gan to Canada ; such went up to the village, while I stayed 
long by the boat; we all returned to .oungstown to- 
gether, and lodged Morgan in the powder magazine,” &c. 
the very case occurs, when, by the mouth of the barrister, 
we are allowed to believe Mr. Giddins, to wit: when * his 
statements are confirmed by other circumstances ;’’ for 
Eli Bruce made oath, on the trial of John Whitney, that 
Morgan was taken across the Niagara, and returned again, 
and then committed to the magazine of the fort, as Gid- 
dins has exactly related.—See J. C. Spencer’s Report. 

The last act of the drama, at Batavia, was the arrest 
and abduction of David C. Miller. In the preceding acts 
we have followed our author close to the text. In this we 
concisely give the sum of the testimony, which is diffused 
in his narrative through several pages. 

After it was publicly known that Morgan and Miller 
were about publishing the Mysteries of Freemasonry, Da- 
niel Johns, from Canada, arrived in Batavia, after a short 
residence in Rochester, and formed with them a part- 
nership in the forthcoming book. ‘ Johns flattered 
himself with the idea of obtaining Morgan’s manuscripts, 
and Miller, with the idea of obtaining Johns money. 
Johns obtained a part of the manuscripts, and Miller about 
thirty or forty dollars in cash. As the manuscripts, how- 
ever, were of no value, Miller, it is admitted by all, ob- 
tained an advantage.” 
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We are surprised at the estimated value of the mys- 
tery of masonry; not worth thirty or forty dollars! 
How much did Mr. Brown pay for his knowledge, by 
which he is enabled to pass upon the worth of the masonic 
secrets? Surely the fees of the Lodge, the Chapter, and 
the Encampment, for his own personal exaltation to the 
“ Valiant and magnanimous order of Knighthood,” could 
not have cost less than thirty or forty dollars, and he seems 
to be well satisfied with his bargain. By what rule, then, 
does he make the matter of less worth to the whole com- 
munity, than to himself alone? It is by the rule of absur- 
dity which wrought so in the masons of the western dis- 
trict of New York, that they exposed their lives, liberty, 
reputation, and property in an attempt to suppress a pub- 
lication of the masonic secrets, which is not a publication 
of the secrets, and which secrets are not worth thirty or 
forty dollars, when published! Fools and hypocrites ! 
how long will the public bear with you! 

This Daniel Johns was in the employ of the masons ; 
but Miller and Morgan kept to the windward of him, so 
that their monied partner could not get possession of the 
manuscripts. The object then was to seize and confine 
them away, while the third partner would have fair play. 
Morgan was accordingly borne off on Monday,—and on 
Tuesday, Danie. Johns ca ne with Jesse French, a masonic 
constable, to arrest Miller, for the recovery of monies ad- 
vanced to the concern, and with a company of forty or 
fifty masons to seize the manuscripts. ‘The brethren at 
Batavia, were, by this time, sick of these disturbances, and 
‘a messenger was immediately sent to Stafford, to expos- 
tulate with the leaders of this misguided band, upon the 


folly, depravity, and total impracticability of their supposed - 


design, and to urge upon them the necessity of prudence 
and forbearance. These expostulations had the desired 
effect, and the intention was at once abandoned.”—p. 55, 
Brown’s Narrative. 

The arrest of Miller, and his transportation from Bata- 
via to Stafford, six miles, his detention there, in the lodge- 
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room, two hours, and his discharge before the justice in 
Le Roy, four miles further east, are told in the order of 
time and of events. ‘l’o show how this mason colors the 
truth, whom we are compelled, in comparison with his 
brethren, to praise for candor and impartiality, we copy 
his gloss of this savage affair. 


o 


’ 
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“ Although it cannot be for a moment supposed, that this 
mighty preparation was all made with a view to Miller’s and Da- 


vids’ arrest upon a civil process for a paltry debt of thirty or forty 
dollars, and although it is conceded, that a design to obtain the 
papers in question, is manifest throughout, and that Miller’s and 
Davids’ arrest under the semblance of the law, was only a pre- 
paratory step to its accomplishment, we are not warranted in the 
belief that any further harm was ever intended. ‘The conclusion 
seems, therefore. of course to follow, that a design was formed 
by some rash, inconsiderate men, to obtain in some way or other 


the Morgan manuscripts. That, in order to pave the way, Mil- 
Jer and Davids were to be first removed, apparently by legal pro- 


| 


cess, that this intention was afterward abandoned, and before 


their (the kidnappers of Miller) arrival in the village, that to save 
appearances, Miller was arrested for debt, and taken to Le Roy,— 
that some of their number on the way to Le Roy, 

* Played such fantastic tricks before high heaven, 

** As make the Angels weep,” 
and finally, to close the scene, were afterward justly convicted, 
and severely punished.” 


The reader would not suspect, on reading this, that 
those “ thirty, forty, or perhaps fifty” strangers were armed 
with heavy walking sticks ; that they personally threatened 
Miller with a trial at the bar of masonry, and with the fate 
of Morgan ; and that they attempted, with violence anda 
shout, to seize him without a warrant, after his discharge 
before the justice in Le Roy. He forbids the idea of an 
attempt to abduct Miller, in the very spirit, we suppose, 
which forbade the masons of Batavia, on the morning of 
September 12th, to believe a strong force was that day 
coming to destroy Miller’s office.—See Brown’s Narra- 
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tive, p. 53.—But they were convinced, before night, that 
their unbelief was fraught with danger to the public 
peace, 

Here we pause. The acts of violence charged upon 
masons in the suppression of Morgan’s book, are every 
one admitted, except the design of putting both Morgan 
and Miller out of the way, and out of the country. They 
are confessed in their enormity, except the murder, which 
is not denied. ‘The consequences of those acts are de- 
tailed by Mr. Brown. We will examine these with him 
another day. 

The principal facts admitted in their atrocity, are :— 

1. The deliberate attempt of a large company of Free- 
masons assembled, from a circuit of more than forty miles 
around, (which is the length of a Masonic Templar’s cable 
tow,) to assault the office and destroy the manuscripts of 
Messrs. Miller and Morgan, on the night of September 
Sth, 1826 : 

2. A renewed effort of the defeated and disappointed 
I'reemasons to set on fire the printing offices, and to de- 
stroy the manuscripts, made deliberately, and with much 
preparation, on the night of the 10th of September, 1826: 

3. The malicious arrest of William Morgan, at Batavia, 
on the 11th September, 1826, by Nicholas G. Chesebro, 
Master of the Lodge in Canandaigua, and other Freema- 
sons, on a false charge of stealing, and their immuring 
him that night in Canandaigua jail, fifty miles from Bata- 
via, on an execution for debt, sworn out by Chesebro, with- 
out the permission of Mr. Ackley, the creditor, the debt 
and costs amounting to $2.69, and Morgan offering his 
coat to the officer to satisfy the execution: : 

4. The arrest of David C. Miller, at Batavia, 12th Sep- 
tember, 1826, by Jesse French, with a posse of “ thirty, 
forty, or perhaps fifty’? masons, having the avowed design 
of possessing themselves of the manuscripts by force, from 
which design they were dissuaded by a messenger sent 
from the masons in Batavia, to the leaders of the assailing 
band in Stafford ; their abduction of Miller, and their 
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confining him in the masonic lodge room at Stafford, on 
the way to Le Roy, whence he escaped from their hands : 

5. The enticing of William Morgan out of Canandaigua 
jail, on the night of the 12th September, 1826, by Law- 
son, Chesebro, Sawyer, and others, Freemasons, the 
forcing of him into a carriage, and driving him from the 
protection of the laws, and from the anxious search of 
his family and friends : 

6. The fate of Morgan has not been legally ascertained 
to this day. 


An Ahiman Rezon for the use of the Grand Lodge of An- 
cient Freemasons of South Carolina, §c. By the Rev. 
Br. Frederick Dalcho, M. D. 2d Edition. Charles 
ton, 8S. C.—1822.— Octavo.—259 pages. 


A friend has put a copy of this work into our hands. 
‘The author’s orations have shown Freemasonry in no en- 
viable light ; his Notes attached to this Ahiman Rezon 
show better for him, and for the Grand Lodge, who have 
recommended them. 

In his preface, the Rev. Gentleman says, “ If we for- 
sake common sense or probability, to bolster up a fictitious 
fame, we make ourselves and our society ridiculous.”— 
They are ridiculous.—* Freemasonry is admirably caleu- 
lated to spread a moral influence over a considerable por- 
tion of the civilized world, and to interest or to influence 
many of the younger part of the community, whom religion 
can but seldom reach, or at least control. It is a powerful 
auxiliary to the labors of the Christian minister,” &c. 
That Freemasonry has a more controlling influence than 
religion over the young, is a sentiment which will startle 


any “ Christian minister,” who has not blinded himself to 
get light. 
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In a long Note, commencing on page 5, he says, 
‘¢ Neither Adam, nor Nimrod, nor Moses, nor Joshua, nor 
David, nor Solomon, nor Hiram, nor St. John the Baptist, 
nor St. John the Evangelist, belonged to the masonic or- 
der, however congenial their principles may have been. 
It is unwise to assert more than we can prove, and to argue 
against probability. There is no record, sacred or pro- 
fane, to induce us to believe that these holy and distin- 
guished men were Freemasons, and our traditions do not 
go back to their days. To assert, that they were Free- 
masons, may ‘ make the vulgar stare, but will rather ex- 
cite the contempt than the admiration of the wise.” And 
in the same Note, p. 10, after further argument, he says, 
‘“* Let Freemasons, then, give up the vain boastings, which 
ignorance has foisted into the order, and relinquish a fabu- 
lous antiquity, rather than sacrifice common sense.” 

We would give to sentiments like these all the weight 
of Dr. Dalcho’s character in literature, religion, and Free- 
masonry. It is cause of gratitude, that a learned man, an 
episcopal minister, and a sovereign of masonry, should 
furnish us pithy words, to stop the mouths of foolish ma- 
sons, who celebrate Brother St. John’s day, in despite 
of truth and of common sense. Be it known to such, 
that the Grand Lodge of South Carolina, in the second 
edition of their Ahiman Rezon, have expressly denied the 
claims of masonry to Solomon, Hiram, and the Johns, and 
thus have stamped the system in its choicest mysteries 
and boasted traditions with falsehood. 

The claim of the Royal Arch to glory for having pre- 
served the Pentateuch, is pronounced to be made “ with- 
out any authority, sacred or profane.”—p. 6. “ Copies 
of the law were multiplied : Daniel the prophet had a 
copy, which he used during the captivity.—Ch. ix. 2, 11, 
13 ; and Ezra the priest likewise had a copy.—Neh. viii. 
(nd, doubtless, many others of the sacerdotal family had 
copies. ‘To assert, therefore, that Freemasons preserved 
the law, is as ridiculous as to assert, that St. Augustine. 

ikewise called St. Austin, a Roman Catholic Archbishop, 
28 
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a zealous upholder of the Pope’s supremacy, was ‘ at the 
head of the fraternity, A. D. 600.’ He certainly appeared 
in England at the head of a fraternity, but it was of forty 
monks, who accompanied him from Rome, and not of 
lreemasons.’’"—Ahiman Rezon of South Carolina,—2d 
Edition—p.7. In all this Dr. Dalcho discovers good 
sense, and we leave the “ great masons” to controvert this 
sovereign of their order, if they can. 

The learned gentleman speaks with evident grief, on 
p. 38, for the practice of dating Freemasonry from the 
creation ; but on page 73, he gratuitously copies Preston’s 
words: * Freemasonry includes within its circle almost 
every branch of polite literature,” which to every reader 
of Morgan’s book, is a more palpable absurdity, than the 
making of Adam a Freemason. It is humiliating, that 
such a thing as Morgan’s Freemasonry should draw forth 
from the learned, the sagacious, and the pious, a compli- 
ment like this; that it includes in its circle almost every 
branch of polite literature! Be humble, dear reader: do 
not say that Dalcho and Preston are fools, for it is pos- 
sible that they surpass you in the knowledge of men 
and of books.—“ They are knaves then !”—Not too fast, 
they maintain an honest fame ; let us not rob them of it.— 
‘© What shall we say of them ?”—Only that they are Free- 
masons, poor hoodwinked Freemasons, that can no more 
see like freemen, than owls like eagles ! 

We quote the words of this most judicious of masonic 
writers, to correct a common error among the brethren. 
* The annual festival of the order is celebrated, in some 
places, on St. John the Baptist’s day, (June 24,) and in 
others, on St. John the Evangelist’s day (December 27.) 
The latter has been preferred in South Carolina, on ac- 
count of the heat of our climate. But why either of them 
should be chosen in preference to any other day, is, per- 
haps, difficult to explain. I know of no connexion be- 
tween these eminent saints and servants of God, and the 
Lodge of Freemasons. I now write as a minister of the 
God, to whose honor and glory my life is devoted, and to 
whom I must ere long give an account of my stewardship. 
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I think I run no hazard of contradiction in saying, that if 


these most holy men were now permitted to revisit the 
earth, they would greatly wonder at finding their names 
enrolled as patrons of an institution of which they had 
never heard ; and there can be no question of the fact, 
that if they were now to apply for admission to any of our 
lodges, they would be utterly incapable of working their 
way in.”*—Ahiman Rezon—.p. 149. 

Our readers will pardon these extracts from the Ahiman 
Rezon. We do not make them for information, but for 
use. Antimasons are brought into cunflict with Free- 
masons, on the points settled by Dr. Dalcho and the 
Grand Lodge of South Carolina. Surely the masons will 
hear their own prophets ; they will listen to the Sovereign 
Inspector General, and to the Most Worshipful Grand 
Lodge. The extracts in this article are their words, and 
may be quoted as their words to the confusion of the 
“Great Masons,” who make every great man a brother, 
from Adam to Julius Cesar. 

Two points remain for our notice, both contained in the 
charge to the candidate after his admission to the second 
degree. 

1. “ Freemasonry and Geometry were originally syno- 
nymous terms, and this science being of a divine and mo- 
ral nature is enriched with the most useful knowledge ; for 
while it proves the wonderful properties of nature, it also 
demonstrates the important truths of morality.”—p. 180. 

This definition of Freemasonry is copied: Dr. Dalcho 
did not invent it; he took it with the whole mystery, on 
trust. To our mind it is grotesque; Freemasonry, all 
wind ; and Geometry, a pure science, synonymes ! When 
since the days of Brother Euclid was that ?— This science 
is enriched with the most useful knowledge, for, while it 
proves the properties of nature, it demonstrates moral 
truth,’ This is Freemasonry, that, by compass and square, 
makes a man virtuous, and a Freemason charitable ! 

*“ Working in,” is to prove, by sign, token, word, and grip, that the 


strange visiter is a true brother, and has a right to enter and sit with the 
Lodge 





2.3 Gites at ee 
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‘ For he by geometric scale, 
Can take the size of pots of ale ; 
Resolve by sines and fangents strait, 
If bread and butter want in weight ;’ Kc. 


This is the science of Masonics, which will go down to 
posterity, a proof of the advance of learning in the nine- 
teenth cerry. Railways and steam engines compare 
with it in an inverse proportion, as the stupendous struc- 
tures of Egypt compare with the religious worship of oxen, 
crocodiles, and garlic. The Egyptians, who knew enough 
to erect works, which we know not how to take down, 
were fools in superstition, and noble men are led blind- 
fold by Freemasonry. George Rex, Poinsett and Jack- 
son, Dalcho and Livingston, may answer. 

2. « Every regular sign or summons, given or received, 
you are duly to honor, and punctually to obey, as they 
consist with our professed principles.—And on no account 
are you to injure a brother, or to see him injured; but you 
are to apprize him of all approaching dangers, and con- 
sider his interest as inseparable from your own.”’—Ahiman 
Rezon.—181. 

Christianity says, Love all men as brethren ; Freema- 
sonry charges her pupils to love a sworn few. Christian- 
ity says, Injure no man; return good for evil ;—Freema- 
sonry, Injure not a sworn brother, nor suffer it to be done ; 
warn him of approaching dangers ; and let his interest be 
yours.—* If a brother be a rebel against the state, he must 
not be countenanced in his rebellion, however he may be 
pitied as an unhappy man. Ile forfeits all the benefits of 
the Lodge, and his fellows must refuse to associate or con- 
verse with him in private, while he continues in his 
crimes ; that no offence may be given to lawful govern- 
ment. But such person is still to be considered as a 
Freemason, his character as such being indelible; and we 
must entertain the hope that the rules of the craft may 
again influence his conduct, and reclaim him to the paths 


of rectitude and honor.”—Dalcho’s Ahiman Rezon.—2d 
L£dition.—p. 21. 


It is clear that high treason does not dissolve the mystic 
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ties, or destroy the character of a ’'reemason. ‘T'o avoid 
giving offence to the lawful government, the rebel should 
be neglected ; but pirate, robber, or traitor, his masonic 
character is indelible; he is a brother; “ on no account 
are you to injure a brother, or to see him injured ; but you 
are to apprize him of all approaching dangers, and con- 
‘ sider his interest as inseparable from your own.”—p. 181}. 
We know that Dr. Dalcho does not mean so, but it is so; 
the Morgan conspirators understand it so, the Grand 
Lodge and Grand Chapter of New York practise it so, 
and Freemasonry must sink under it. 


Proceedings of a Convention of Youne Men of the County 
of Washington, N. Y., opposed to the Masonic Institu- 
tion, held at Hartford, April 16th, 1830. 


The Proceedings consist of resolutions and an address. 
Their first resolution calls a state convention of young 
men, at Utica, on the last Thursday of September next. 
The measure has been approved by responses from Oneida 
and Monroe counties; but the time is considered late in 
Monroe : probably the two weeks proposed by Monroe to 
be gained, would cost all they are worth, by the change. 
“ Morgan was muRveReD,” they say, “as a mason, by 
masons, and on account of masonry.” On this fact they 
draw a new map of thoughts and opinions respecting 
Freemasonry, and publicly solicit a comparison of their 
work with the great chart of truth and reason. “ For our 
own benefit, as well as that of others, we invite correc- 
tion. We take no pleasure in error; we have no pride of 
opinion, unless sanctioned by truth.” 

This does not look like madness, or read like passion, 
or breathe like expiring agony ; it is the frank and modest 
tone of youth, uttering the deliberate opinion of sound 
and observing minds ; and the attempt of Freemasons to 
stigmatize such opinions with intemperate passion, only 
proves the desperate spirit of the affiliated order. 
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‘The young men of Washington county go on to say : 
+ We stand, by the condition of our age, between the 
living and the dead, to stay the plague of masonry ; and 
a persevering effort on our part, will most assuredly arrest 
the progress of this moral pestilence,—we will cut off the 
supply, and the fountain of corruption shall be dried up. 
We need use no violence, we need make no haste ; time 
is our ally, patience and forbearanee our shield. While 
every hour, and every reflection, and every fact, combine 
to weaken the strength and diminish the numbers of the 
adversary, they fill our ranks with new allies, and our 
hearts with fresh courage. Our victory is as sure as the 
march of time.” 

They reply to those masons who are disgusted with 
Freemasonry, and yet object to Antimasonry, in this strain. 
‘ These men admit that the age of the utility of masonry 
has gone by ; that the institution is incompatible with the 
spirit of the times, and with the genius of our government, 
By this admission, the very existence of I’reemasonry is a 
fraud on the community, a public nuisance, which ought 
to be abated ; and we have a right to require them to aid 
us in the reformation of that abuse, which they themselves 
have been instrumental in entailing upon the community.’ 

*“ The history of mankind has taught us that no in- 
yeterate abuse was ever voluntarily reformed; no tyrant, 
of his own accord, ever relinquished his hold on power.— 
It is in vain to anticipate the voluntary abdication of Free- 
masonry. She maintains her power with the tenacity of 
the death-grasp.—All who believe masonry to be an evil, 
which it is desirable to reform, concur in the sentiment 
that PUBLIC OPINION is the appropriate remedy.— 
And what is the virtue of public opinion, while it reposes 
in its omnipotence, and will not exert its power upon the 
subject of its displeasure’? It must make itself respected, 
by making itself felt.” 

Messrs. J. R. Smith, C. Green, Jr. and L. Dewey, Com- 
mittee of publication; Henry B. Northup, President ; Ca- 
leb Green, Jr. and Casper Bain, Vice Presidents ; W. W. 
Cook and A. A. Witherell, Secretaries. 
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*“ Tue Most Worsuiprut Granp Lopce or New York.” 


Since our last was issued, this remarkable body has as- 
sembled at the Masonic Temple in this city, and elected 
its officers for the ensuing year. From some specimens 
we saw, trucr “ sons of the widow” are not to be found, 
than were mustered on this occasion. ‘To them it is no- 
thing that the wicked imposture has been fully disclosed ; 
it is nothing that one hundred thousand men in this state 
demand the body of William Morgan, or the expulsion of 
his murderers ; it is nothing, that one hundred free presses 
call public attention to their masonic practices of deceit, 
and their maxims of selfishness, and their oaths of death! 
With this the Grand Lodge have nothing to do; the cog- 
nizance of the people they refuse to acknowledge; the tri- 
bunal of public opinion they disavow ; they rest in their 
greatness, they repose in their strength, they preserve “a 
dignified silence.” 

A new Grand Master was elected, an old veteran, who 
was made a mason in youth, when he first saw service, 
who has had no part or lot with them for many years. 
If he entered the lodge with the slightest expectations 
common to young candidates, he was disappointed, and 
after this experience, he allows his name to be used pub- 
licly for bait, to the masonic hook ! 

The Grand Lodge of New York is charged with giving 
the degrees of Morgan, and with supporting the degrees of 
Bernard’s book. This assertion is made by hundreds who 
know ; it is maintained by myriads who believe ; and yet 
the Grand Lodge, for the fourth time, plume the wings of 
their vanity, look around with indifference, and keep the 
silence enjoined by their profane High Priest! It is insuf- 
ferable! Neither patience nor charity can endure longer; 
all hope of their defence fails. We give them over as a 
masonic body, to judgment ; to contempt, scorn, and ao- 
horrence; to the shame and detestation which awaits the 
fool, the hypocrite, and the blasphemer. 
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The Trials of the Conspirators.—The newspapers in- 
form us, that Orsamus Turner refused to answer three 
questions put to him, as a witness, in the Morgan trials, 
for which he was promptly fined by the Court $250, and 
sentenced to thirty days imprisonment for each question 
refused. Eli Bruce and John Whitney severally refused 
to be sworn, and they were sentenced to prison thirty days 
each, in addition to their present term of service, and 
Whitney was moreover fined $250. It is added that the 
Judge ordered bills of indictment to be filed against them 
before the Grand Jury, for the same offence. 

These men are Royal Arch Companions, entitled to all 
the rights and benefits of Freemasonry. They are the 
kidnappers of Wittiam Morgan, receiving the alms of the 
Grand Lodge, and Grand Chapter of New York, for their 
sufferings and losses consequent upon that “ savage and 
extraordinary act ;’’ they are the stubborn’ transgressors 
of the laws of our country, maintained in their crimes by 
the fellowship of the lodges, and the sympathy of the bre- 
thren, and the contributions of the Charity Fund ! 

The public will believe that the Institution which 
prompted the abduction of a freeman, and now conceals 
the knowledge of his fate; which pays for the cost of the 
crime, and supports those who are guilty of it ; which se- 
cretly swears to protect its members, riGuT OR wRoNG, and 
publicly observes its profane oath, is altogether unworthy 
of this age and country. Let those who support it, look 
to it, for the time hastens, and every new occurrence urges 
it forward, when the public will abhor Freemasonry, and 
universally distrust its advocates. 


The State Convention otf New Jersey is called at New 
Brunswick, 24th August, to appoint delegates to the Na- 
tional Convention, Ilth of next September, at Philadel- 
phia. The march of Antimasonry ts steady, and its con- 
quests are sure. . 























